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Finding the SACRED
 Supporting  Nêhiyawak ᓀᐦᐃᔭᐊᐧᐠ (Plains Cree) clients from self-
governing Nations of  Maskwacis ᒪᐢᑲᐧᒌᐢ who remain caught in the 
postcolonial justice system; specifically, the youth and adults 
(“Participants”) who request legal services through the Wâhkôhtowin 
ᐋᐧᐦᑰᐦᑐᐃᐧᐣ Advisory Circle,  and who offer their adherence to its 
Protocols and Code of  Ethics, and who commit to participating in 
experiential Nêhiyawak healing interventions …

Actuating the Inherent and Treaty 6 rights of  the Nations of  Maskwacis, recognized and affirmed in 
the Constitution Act, 1982, sections 25, 27, and 35(1), which are reinforced by the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of  Canada’s Calls-to-Action 30-43, and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of  
Indigenous Peoples Act, Articles 1-46, by applying Alberta’s Indigenous Justice Strategy which prioritizes a 
culturally relevant, restorative, and holistic system of  Nêhiyawak justice for clients from Maskwacis, including 
accused persons, offenders, complainants, victims, children, youth, families, and communities affected by 
intergenerational trauma …
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Finding the SACRED
 Constituting a Circle of  advising Okimâw ᐅᑭᒫᐤ (leaders) from Maskwacis (“Advisory Circle”) invited to 
participate based on 1) their adherence to the Nêhiyawak’s 7 Sacred Teachings and the Canadian Charter’s Living Tree 
Doctrine, competencies from both traditions which are required to make effective Healing Plans, and 2) their 
respective network of  resources whether primary, i.e. people, programs, or services with expertise in Nêhiyawak 
healing interventions, e.g. Nâtawihew ᓈᑕᐃᐧᐦᐁᐤ (a healer who provides traditional medicine) or Okiskinohamakew 
ᑭᐢᑭᓇᐧᐦᐊᒪᑫᐤ (a teacher who provides traditional lessons), or secondary, i.e. people, programs, or services that help the 
Advisory Circle and primary resources with successful execution of  the Healing Plans, e.g. transportation services, 
supports who attend healing activities with victims …

 Resolution of  legal files in a peaceful and non-adversarial way that prevents further trauma for 
Participants, victims of  crime, kinship networks, and the Nations of  Maskwacis, by supporting their collective right to 
Nêhiyawak ways of  being, doing, and healing by embracing their traditional healing relationship to their land and their 
resources that are internal and unique to their communities and integral to their self-determination as a whole, 
achieved through careful planning, precise implementation, supportive monitoring and demonstrative reporting on the 
success of  the Nêhiyawak healing interventions, particularly the development of  Kitimahkinawow and Kitimahkisin 
(intervention goals in the Nêhiyawak legal order congruent with s. 718 (a)-(f) of  the Criminal Code), resulting in miyo 
pimatisowin ᒥᔪᐱᒪᑎᓱᐃᐧᐣ (the path to good life through good behavior).



Finding the SACRED
 Educating stakeholders on how to apply R v 
Gladue in the context of  the most recent statutory 
frameworks applicable to the justice system under s. 35(1) 
of  the Constitution Act, 1982.

 Delivering a new multijural foundation for 
bisystemic and bilingual legal tools that benefits criminal 
justice stakeholders at Wetaskiwin and at judicial centres 
throughout Alberta by offering new ways of  understanding 
the circumstances and participatory needs of  parties and 
stakeholders regardless of  ethnic, social, economic, 
political, and geographical differences, thereby creating 
stronger restorative justice processes for affected 
individuals, families, and communities, which eliminates our 
current reliance on ineffective sanctions based on 
retribution and punishment, especially the overuse of  
incarceration, consequently making our justice system 
inclusive, accessible, and effective.



Examples of  Healing Orders


